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    òGo, and with what you have 
                do all the good you canó      
                                                           St Emilie de Vialar  





 
 
 

Invitation 
 

The Sisters and Associates 
 

are invited to attend a special Mass 
to celebrate together the 

 

Feast of St Emilie de Vialar 
 

on 

Sunday 20th June 
at 11.00 am 

in  

Our Lady of Fatima Church 
8 Foss Street 
Palmyra WA 

(Corner of Foss and Hammad Streets) 

 
Enter Foss Street from Canning Highway opposite ôMcDonaldsõ 

(Parking available off Hammad Street) 

 
This celebration is being jointly organised by the  

Sisters and Associates 
Following the Eucharist you are all invited to 
share in a ôfinger foodõ lunch in the Parish Centre 

(Please bring a plate to share) 

 
We look forward to seeing you all there 

 
RSVP : by Friday 4th June 2010 

Telephone: (08) 9335 1639 (Germaine Matison) 
Email: germaine.m@optusnet.com.au 

 
Mail; Sister Jeanette 

SJA Associates 
St Josephõs Convent 

96 Campbell, Road, Canning Vale WA 6155 
 

mailto:germaine.m@optusnet.com.au


 

Maryôs House 
reflections from Sister Alma Carey   

 

Some years ago whilst visiting Gaillac with a group of our Sisters from 

Australia (Sisters Cecilia, Marietta and Kathleen), I met Sister Helena Flynn.  

She was part of the English-speaking group which consisted of  Sisters from 

Australia, England and the Philippines gathered for a special retreat and visit to 

the birthplace of St Emilie. 

 

Sister Helena offered me a book to read which had been written by her nieceôs 

husband, Donald Carroll.  My reading of this book marked the beginning for 

me of a very strong interest in Ephesus and an even stronger interest in the 

extraordinary story behind the discovery of the house where the Virgin Mary 

lived and died. The story of ñMaryôs Houseò by Donald Carroll. 

 

For years the archeological findings (in1881) about this place were kept secret 

because nobody at the Vatican believed that an obscure French priest, following 

the visions of an equally obscure German nun and mystic, could possibly have 

found the actual house where the Virgin Mary had spent her last years. Yet by 

the end of the century the evidence had been so compelling that scholars had 

pronounced the discovery authentic and Pope Leo X111 had declared  the site a 

place of pilgrimage. 

  

Today it is one of the holiest shrines in the world, revered by Christians and 

Muslims alike and as Donald Carroll says: óThere is something  miraculous 

which can be associated with Maryôs House: its very existence. Despite being 

repeatedly broken on the rack of time, and eaten away be centuries of neglect, 

it stands today not only as a shrine to all those who refused to let it crumble 

back into the earth - the house itself  is the miracle.ô ( Maryôs House p 89 ). 

  

And for myself, the visit to Ephesus with Sister Bernadette en route back to 

Australia from Rome last December was somewhat of a miracle. I had long 

since given up hope of such a visit.  God is good!  We loved everything about 

Turkey, the friendly and helpful people, the beautiful countryside, the splendid 

cities, the excellent tour guides and of course - Ephesus!  What a wonderful 

experience. So interesting and rich with relics of ancient eras which are so well 

preserved and available to the public along with excellent commentary from the 

guides. The latterôs knowledge of our scriptures was amazing, particularly 

regarding the teachings of Saints John and Paul.  However, the summit of our 

visit was Maryôs House. Due to some years spent in Israel where there are 

many such places of pilgrimage, my mind had pictured a site surrounded by a 

fair degree of rubble. Not so! We were driven up a very steep hilltop, 

beautifully covered in graceful trees depicting delicate autumn tints. From the 

top you can look down over a series of hilltops similarly decked. Quite a 

beautiful scene  - no rubble! 



 At first, the place itself appears no different from other popular tourist 

attractions. The entrance is lined with a number of shops and stalls selling 

souvenirs. But once inside the site, the atmosphere changes immediately. You 

become surrounded by holiness and the silence and peace of the place 

envelopes you. Within the walls there is a great stillness and calm. You sense-

Our God is near-(and His Mother isnôt far away either). 

 

We were fortunate to be there alone and our guide had given us as much time 

as we wished to pray.  So we spent some precious moments remembering all in 

our hearts and a special mention in gratitude for those who had made the visit 

possible. 

 

For those interested in travelling I strongly recommend a visit to Ephesus. 

 

  
 

Maryôs House, Ephesus 

From Sister Jeanette Hevron 

 

Welcome to this our first edition of the Associates Newsletter for 

2010.  This edition contains some very informative and interesting 

articles and notice of  upcoming special events.   

 

Please donôt forget to mark these events in your diaries.  I very 

much look forward to meeting up with you at these special 

celebrations. 

 

God bless. 


