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    òGo, and with what you have 
                do all the good you canó      
                                                           St Emilie de Vialar  





Sister Jeanette writes . . . . . .  

 

Dear All 

 

Celebrating St Emilie 
 

The gathering of Sisters and Associates held at Our Lady of Fatima Parish 

on the 21 June 2009 to celebrate the Feast of St Emilie de Vialar proved to 

be a great success.  Some eighty people gathered for the Mass in the 

Church and during the light luncheon that followed in the Parish Centre, 

there was much chatting and catching up to be done; many exclaiming 

that they ñwere too busy talking to eat muchò.    

 

A special thank you to all involved organising and making this day such a 

joyous and memorable occasion for everyone.  A special thank you to Fr 

Francis Ughanza, Parish Priest of Palmyra, both for his inspiring words on 

St Emilie and making the Parish facilities available for our celebration. 
(see photos on page 6)  

 

International Commission for the Associate Movement in our 

Congregation 
 

Sr Gemmaôs important and informative report on the Meeting of this 

Commission held in Rome gives a brief outline of the purpose of the 

meeting, and significant outcomes needed for the future development of 

our Associates. 

Sister concludes her report with an invitation to Associates who may be 

interested in an in-depth study of St Emilie to contact her with their 

expression of interest.  Sisterôs contact details are at the end of her report. 

 

St Emilie de Vialar - A Woman on a Mission 
 

Glen Stevensonôs article gives us a glimpse of the Missionary spirit of 

Emilie and the many and wide spread Foundations made by Emilie during 

her lifetime. In 24 years, 37 houses had been established in 15 countries. 

Our Deepest Sympathy On behalf of  all, I take this opportunity to 

express our deepest sympathy and prayerful support to our Editor 

Regina Barnett on the death of her much loved mother Jozefa Sochacki 

on the 24th August 2009, the 153rd  anniversary of the death of St Emilie. 



 
 Report from Sister Gemma . . .  

 

Meeting in Rome of the International Commission for the Associate 

Movement in our Congregation 

 

Following the General Chapter of our Congregation held in 2007, an 

International Commission was set up  for  the promotion of the Lay Associate 

Movement within the Congregation .    In May 2009, I attended   a meeting , in 

Rome, of this  International Commission     The  members of the Commission 

are Sr Janet Arrowsmith (England),  Sr Eugenie Ghirlando  (Malta),  Sr Mona                 

(Lebanon/Syria) and myself.  Within the next month, three Associate 

members, nominated by the Provinces,  will be added to this Commission. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to review the current  situation of the 

Associate Movement and to  promote the development of this Movement 

throughout the Congregation.   From this meeting there emerged a Report to 

the General Council  which highlighted important outcomes which needed to 

be put in place to  clarify  an understanding of what it means to be an 

Associate member of our Congregation and to establish a satisfactory mode of  

operation of the Associate Movement  in the future. 

 

The most significant of these outcomes for the future development and growth 

of our Associate are: 

The recognition of the importance of the Associate Movement to the 

Congregation and the decision, at the level of the Superior General and her 

Council,  to encourage the growth and expansion of this movement to those 

Provinces not already involved. 

 

Assisting the Associate Members to deepen their response to the call of Christ 

in their daily lives and to come to a clearer  understanding of their role within 

the Church today.      The significant  dimension in all of this is that it is lived  

within the charism and spirit of  St Emilie de Vialar. 

 

Promotion of interaction between the Sisters and Associate members of 

different provinces of the Congregation.     For us here in Australia it means 

developing links with the countries of Asia where our sisters are carrying out 

their mission ï Myanmar, India, Thailand and the Philippines. Contact 

between Associates in these countries will be developed. 

 

The production of a booklet  -   A Way of Life:  Lay Members of the Sisters of 

St Joseph of the Apparition   - outlining the Associate Movement  and the 

way it operates within the Congregation. 

(continued overleaf) 



St Emilieôs Parish Canning Vale  

 

 

 

The fast growing Catholic Parish of Canning Vale in Western Australia 

has St Emilie de Vialar as its patron. 
 

On the 19 April 2000, 43 people attended the first Mass in the Parish. 

Now three Masses are celebrated every weekend in the undercroft area of 

the Parish School with an accumulative attendance of over 500 people. 
 

On the 21 June 2009 Fr Robert Carillo and the Parishioners and School 

community were delighted to welcome Archbishop Barry Hickey and 

Monsignor Brian OôLoughlin to officiate at the ñgroundbreakingò 

ceremony for the new St Emilie de Vialar Parish Church.  The new church 

is to cater for 600 people with overflow areas providing additional 

capacity. 

                 ñGroundbreakingò Ceremony     

                                                
  From left: Fr Robert Carillo              Sr Margaret Mary SJA  

 Archbishop Barry Hickey               (Pastoral Worker) with 

 and Mgr Brian OôLoughlin      Fr Robert Carillo  

Encouraging the Associate Members to take on greater responsibility for the 

organisation and growth of this Movement at the local levels. 

 

At present, we have one group of Associates who are participating in an in-

depth study of the life and spirit of St Emilie and its relevance to their lives as 

Associates.   Any other  Associates who are interested in commencing another 

group/s  for this purpose,  should  contact me and suitable times can  be 

arranged for us to meet either during the day or in the evening. 

 

Sister Gemma Grant 

62 Lefroy Road, Beaconsfield  WA  6162          

Phone:  9335 1576 

Did you 

know that? 



Celebrating the Feast of St Emilie de Vialar on 21 June 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

     Sr Monica with a group of  

     friends 

 

 

 

Associates and the Sisters 

enjoying a chat over the 

luncheon 

 


